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Medical Boards

The State and Territory Medical Boards are responsible for medical registration in Australia. They protect the
community by ensuring that only properly trained doctors are registered, and that registered doctors maintain proper

standards of conduct and competence.

The Boards advise the State and Territory Health Ministers on issues relating to health or medical practice. They also
handle complains from the public about particular doctors, by administering the legislation that investigates, judges

and, if necessary, disciplines doctors for whom an incident is reported.
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Mutual Recognition

Each of the State and Territory Medical Boards recognises the full (unconditional) medical registration of a doctor,

which was obtained in another Australian State or Territory. This is known as mutual recognition.

Registered doctors moving interstate to practice must apply for registration from the Medical Board of the State or
Territory to which he or she is moving, but this is a straightforward process in which recognition of registration from

another State or Territory is assured.’
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Australian Medical Council

“The AMC purpose is to ensure that standards of education, training and assessment of the medical profession

promote and protect the health of the Australian community.”

The Australian Medical Council (AMC) is an independent national standards body for medical education and

training and has four core functions

The AMC:
- assesses medical courses and training programs (both medical school courses and the programs for training
medical specialists) and accredits programs which meet AMC accreditation standards
- assesses overseas trained doctors who wish to practice medicine in Australia
- advises Health Ministers on uniform approaches to the registration of medical practitioners and the maintenance
of professional standards in the medical profession

- advises the Commonwealth and the states on the recognition of medical specialties

The AMC does not:
- register doctors, which is a function of the Medical Boards
- have responsibility for medical employment in Australia
- make decisions regarding Australia’s medical workforce
- process applications for medical training in Australia

- provide continuing medical education courses or other medical training’
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Medical Practice Act 1992 No 94

Dictionary

1 Defined expressions

In this Act:

Australian Medical Council means the body incorporated in the Australian Capital Territory, for the purpose of
advising on standards for the registration of medical practitioners, called the Australian Medical Council

Incorporated.
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Assessing Basic Medical Education

The AMC assesses and accredits basic medical education courses, that is courses that lead to a qualification that
permits the holder to obtain a license to practise as a medical doctor. A graduate of a medical course accredited by
the AMC is eligible to apply for registration as a medical practitioner in any state or territory of Australia. By
assessing a medical school, the AMC can assure the state and territory medical registration boards that the school’s

educational program satisfies agreed national guidelines for basic medical education.

Scope of accreditation

The AMC accredits only complete medical courses that result in the award of an academic qualification of an
educational institution located largely or entirely in Australia or New Zealand. By complete medical course, the
AMC means that the institution awarding the qualification is responsible for the providing the entire program to the
accreditation standards described in the AMC Guidelines Assessment and Accreditation of Medical Schools:

Standards and Procedures.

Purpose of AMC accreditation
The purpose of AMC accreditation is the recognition of medical courses that produce graduates competent to practise
safely and effectively under supervision as interns in Australia and New Zealand, and with an appropriate foundation

for lifelong learning and for further training in any branch of medicine.

AMC accreditation is based on the medical course demonstrating that it satisfies or will satisfy the AMC standards
for basic medical education. Accreditation standards address the requirements for delivery of high quality medical
education and cover:

- The context of the medical school

- The outcomes of the medical course

- The medical curriculum

- The curriculum — teaching and learning

- The curriculum — assessment of student learning

- The curriculum — monitoring and evaluation

- Implementing the curriculum — students

- Implementing the curriculum — educational resources
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International Medical Graduates Home

Standard Pathway (AMC Examination)

The AMC administers national examinations of overseas-trained medical practitioners who want to practise medicine in Australia.
The AMC examinations are designed to assess the medical knowledge and clinical skills of overseas trained doctors whose basic
medical qualifications are not recognised by state and territory medical boards; that is, doctors trained in medical schools that have

not been formally reviewed and accredited by the AMC.

The examinations are set at the level of attainment of medical knowledge, clinical skills and attitudes required of newly qualified

graduates of Australian medical schools who are about to begin intern training.

The AMC examinations consist of two sections: a multiple choice question (MCQ) examination and a clinical examination:
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Medical Practice Act 1992 (NSW) No 94
Part 2 Registration
Division 1 Qualifications etc for registration
Section 4 Entitlement to general registration based on qualifications and training
(1) A person is entitled to be registered as a medical practitioner if the person has recognised medical qualifications
and has successfully completed a period of internship or supervised training as required by the Board.
(2) A person has recognised medical qualifications if the person:
(a) is a graduate of a Medical School (whether within or outside Australia) accredited by the Australian Medical
Council, or
(b) has successfully completed examinations held by that Council for the purposes of registration as a medical
practitioner, or
(c) has received a certificate or other kind of qualification in accordance with a process approved by the Board for
the purpose of qualifying a person for registration as a medical practitioner.
(3) The entitlement under this section is an entitlement to general registration.
5 Entitlement to conditional registration for interns
(1) A person is entitled to be registered as a medical practitioner subject to appropriate conditions if the person
would be entitled to registration under section 4 except for the fact that he or she has not completed a period of
internship or supervised training required by the Board.
(2) The appropriate conditions of registration are such conditions as the Board thinks appropriate for the purpose of

enabling the person to complete that internship or training.
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NSW Medical Board
Internship / AMC supervised training

Internship

At the end of internship the employing hospital will issue a and / or term reports to the Medical Board. If a certificate

of Hospital Service is issued and /or each term is satisfactory, then General Registration will be granted.

If term reports are not satisfactory, an interview will be arranged to discuss the reports and to look at further options
for training. It is desirable that difficulties are identified early in the year and presented to the Board so that early

interview can be arranged to provide timely assistance and advice.

For some interns, additional terms of supervised training will be necessary before they can General Registration can

be granted.

Intern registration is initially granted for a period of 12 months only. If additional terms are required at the end of this

period, registrants will have to satisfy the Board that they are progressing satisfactorily towards general registration.
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Medical Practice Act 2004 (SA)
Part 4 Registration and Practice
Division 2—Registration
33—Registration of natural persons on general or specialist register
(1) Subject to this Act, a natural person is eligible for registration on the general register, and a person registered on
the general register is eligible for registration on the specialist register in a particular specialty, if the person, on
application to the Board, satisfies the Board that he or she—
(a) has qualifications approved or recognised by the Board for the purposes of registration on the register or in the
specialty to which the application relates; and
(b) has met the requirements determined by the Board to be necessary for the purposes of registration on that
register or in that specialty; and
(c) is medically fit to provide medical treatment of the kind authorised by registration on that register; and
(d) is, unless exempted by the Board, insured or indemnified in a manner and to an extent approved by the Board
against civil liabilities that might be incurred by the person in connection with the provision of medical
treatment as a medical practitioner; and

(e) is a fit and proper person to be registered on that register or in that specialty.
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Medical Board of South Australia

Australian and New Zealand Graduates

Applying for Full Registration

Pursuant to s33 (1) of the Medical Practice Act 2004 a natural person may be eligible for Full Registration in South
Australia. Only those practitioners who have been awarded a Primary Medical Degree from a university in
Australia or New Zealand and have completed an approved 12 month Internship within Australia or New Zealand

may be eligible to apply for Full Registration in South Australia.

Australian and New Zealand Interns

Intern Registration

Pursuant to s35(1)(a) of the Medical Practice Act 2004, Limited Registration may be granted to Australian and New
Zealand medical graduates in order to undertake the recognised 12 month period of internship training within an
accredited hospital. These registrants are limited to the practice of medicine within the hospital Intern Programme

only.

Interns must undertake and successfully complete the recognised 48 weeks of actual service within an accredited
hospital completing compulsory rotations in General Medicine, General Surgery, Accident and Emergency OR

General Practice accredited by the Postgraduate Medical Council of South Australia.

Intern Conversion to Full
At the successful completion of this internship period, the Hospital Administration will forward a Hospital Service
Certificate accompanied by the Application for Conversion, completed by the converting Intern, to the Medical

Board for processing.
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